
Understanding Canadian Law, Grade 11 
(CLU3M) 
Teacher: Mr. Breithaupt  
E-Mail: dan.breithaupt@ocdsb.ca 
 

Overview: This course explores Canadian law, with a focus on legal issues that are relevant to the lives of people 
in Canada. Students will gain an understanding of laws relating to rights and freedoms in Canada; our legal system; 
and family, contract, employment, tort, and criminal law. Students will develop legal reasoning skills and will apply 
the concepts of legal thinking and the legal studies inquiry process when investigating a range of legal issues and 
formulating and communicating informed opinions about them. 
 
Prerequisite: Canadian History since World War I, Grade 10, Academic or Applied 
 

STRAND OVERALL EXPECTATIONS 
 Throughout this course, students will: 

A.  The Inquiry 
Process and 
Skill 
Development in 
Legal Studies 

A1. The Inquiry Process in Legal Studies: use the legal studies inquiry process and the concepts of legal thinking when 
investigating law and legal issues in Canada; and 
A2. Developing Transferable Skills: apply in everyday contexts skills developed through the study of law, and identify 
careers in which a background in law might be an asset  

 By the end of this course, students will: 

B. Legal 
Foundations 

 

B1. Legal Principles: explain the role and importance of law and the fundamental principles of justice in Canada; 
B2. Legal Heritage: demonstrate an understanding of early laws and legal systems and their relationship to the Canadian 
legal system; 
B3. Legal Roles and Responsibilities: analyse the role and function of individuals, groups, and governments in 
Canadian law; and 
B4. Development of Law: analyse and describe how various social, scientific, and technological factors have influenced 
and continue to influence the development of Canadian law  

C. Rights and 
Freedoms 

 

C1. Human Rights: explain the legal significance of the Canadian Bill of Rights, the Ontario Human Rights Code, the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms,and   the Canadian Human Rights Act; 
C2. Development of Human Rights Law: analyse how various factors have influenced and continue to influence the 
development of human rights law in Ontario and Canada; 
C3. Protecting Rights and Freedoms: analyse the relationship between the formal, legal recognition of rights and 
freedoms in Canada and how those rights are interpreted and protected in practice; and  
C4. Legal Limitations of Human Rights: analyse situations in which it may be appropriate to limit rights and freedoms, 
and explain the arguments for and against such limitations 

D. Criminal 
Law 

 

D1. Foundations of Criminal Law: explain the foundational concepts of criminal law and their legal significance; 
D2. Legal Processes and Procedures: describe the structures and key roles and processes of the Canadian criminal 
justice system and explain key interrelationships among them; 
D3. Criminal Justice System: assess the ability of the Canadian criminal justice system to provide appropriate and 
even-handed justice to people living in Canada; and 
D4. Development of Criminal Law: analyse how various factors have influenced the development of Canadian criminal 
law 
 

E. Civil Law 

 

E1. Introduction to Tort Law: analyse the legal foundations of tort law; the factors influencing its development; and the 
role of individuals, groups, and courts in its processes; 
E2.  Introduction to Family Law: analyse the legal foundations of family law; the factors influencing its development; 
and the role of individuals, governments, and courts in its processes; 
E3. Introduction to Employment Law: analyse the legal foundations of employment law; the factors influencing its 
development; and the role of employers, employees, and the courts in its processes; and 



E4. Introduction to Contract Law: analyse the legal foundations of contract law; the factors influencing its development; 
and the role of individuals, groups, and the courts in its processes. 

 
Evaluation 

TERM FINAL 
Student work and performance will be assessed and evaluated based upon the curriculum's overall 
learning expectations for the course outlined by the Ministry of Education. 
 
When work is ASSESSED, comments will be made on student work as feedback to support the 
student's ongoing learning and improvement. Examples of assessment may include observations, 
informal quizzes, rough drafts of assignments, or student /teacher discussions. 
 
When work is EVALUATED, a level or percentage grade will be assigned to student work according 
to a rubric or marking scheme. Examples of evaluations may include formal quizzes, unit tests, 
mid-terms, lab reports, assignments, and final evaluation task(s).  
 

 
Term Work 
                       70% 
(ex. Quizzes, Presentations, 
Debates, Essays, etc.) 
 
Final Evaluation(s)  
(Exam and/or other means of 
evaluating achievement -i.e.- 
project, interview…) 

                   30% 
 Total Mark Allocation: 
100% 
 

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
It is recommended that all students have the required learning materials (such as a three ring binder, lined paper, pens, 
pencils, and erasers) to ensure student success. Students are welcome to bring their own tablet, laptop or other Wifi 
compatible devices, but are responsible for their safety and storage while on school property. Students are responsible for 
all of their personal property and may use these devices to enhance learning, at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
Please see Student Planner for policies on punctuality, absenteeism, examinations, academic fraud, and other 
student responsibilities. 
 
The “Big Ideas”: 
The concepts of legal thinking are: 

● Legal significance  
● Continuity and change 
● Interrelationships 
● Legal Perspective 

These concepts underpin thinking and learning in all law courses in the Canadian and world studies program. At least one 
concept 

of legal thinking is identified as the focus for each overall expectation in strands B–E of these courses. 
 
COMMUNICATION: 

The staff at Osgoode Township High School is committed to the success of all students.  Students are strongly 
encouraged to seek extra help from the teacher, both in and out of the classroom when necessary.  Please feel free to 
contact the school at (613)821-2241 if you have any questions or concerns.  My email address is 

dan.breithaupt@ocdsb.ca  and our Google Classroom code is: tc5u7 
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